Detection of S-100 antigen and anti ceramide antibody in sera of leprosy patients with and without reaction.
Levels of anticeramide antibodies and S-100 antigen in leprosy patients with and without reaction are compared in this study. The increase in levels of IgM anti ceramide antibody in the tuberculoid group of patients with reaction, when compared to those without reaction, is significant (P < 0.05). Similarly, significant increase (P < 0.01) was observed in the borderline group with reaction. No significant change in anti ceramide antibody level was observed in the lepromatous group of patients with and without reaction. Mean levels of S-100 were slightly lower in all three groups of patients with reaction, but the differences were not statistically significant.